
	


One chilly morning last week, Ron Einhaus was looking at the picturesque world on Covington's Riverside Drive through the lens of his Minolta Dimage A-2, collecting more digital images to share for his Mid-Week Foto Break.

Ron has found a good deal of material from this very spot. His photographs of the bronze Riverwalk statues, the Suspension Bridge and various architectural features of the grand old homes here have all been featured in the Mid-Week Foto Break.

While he was waiting for me to show up, he'd already snapped a few shots of a towboat and a string of barges, a line of flowering crabapples in full bloom and some scenes of the Cincinnati skyline against a clutch of angry clouds. He never knows when he'll catch something that will work out just right for his Mid-Week Foto Break.

Ron is a big, smiling 58-year-old guy who worked for the U.S. Postal Service for 35 years, grew up in Westwood and lives in West Covington. He launched the MWFB in September 2002 because he was a voracious photographer and he wanted to share what he was seeing.

The MWFB started out as an e-mail list with the names of 225 people. With the help of his 28-year-old son chris (with a small "c"), it has evolved into a Web site - roneinhaus.com.

To Ron's surprise, the site has been averaging 20,000 hits a month. He shakes his head when he says the number. "Imagine that," he says. "Little old me," he says.

Every Wednesday at 10 a.m., he posts a new photo - whatever he decides is his best shot of the previous week. Ron doesn't pretend to be Ansel Adams or Annie Leibovitz or Alfred Eisenstaedt, but he does have an eye for the way light bounces, how clouds change the way everything looks and how time hurtles by. He wraps all these elements into his photographs.

His weekly e-mails are like gentle taps on the shoulder - reminders that there's a world out there, flowers to be smelled, tranquilizers for the eye. His MWFB is a small gift that lasts only a moment, which is just long enough.

It might be a photo of the first robin of spring or the first orange leaves of autumn. It might be a dusty shaft of light warming up an old wooden church pew, a black curl of wrought-iron fence or a covered bridge on some back road in Bracken, Fleming or Bourbon counties.

It's whatever stuck in Ron's eye and printed itself on his imagination during his travels that week.

Mostly, his photos are Kentucky-centric. Ron and his wife, Christine, will take off on a weekend road trip to Danville or the Smokies, Cumberland Falls, Shaker Village or the Col. Harlan Sanders Museum in Corbin, and Ron will fill up a few digital cards with images.

Or he'll finish a shift as a TANK bus driver - he got bored six months after retiring from the post office and signed on for a 5:50-to-8:30 a.m. shift five days a week - and head out with his Minolta slung around his neck.

"It's whatever is in front of the camera," Ron says.

"I get in the car, then I pull over and walk around for a while. I feel like I have to do it, like I have an obligation. Only it doesn't feel like an obligation at all.

"The TANK job gets me up and going in the morning, and Mid-Week keeps me on the ball. It makes me come up with something each week. And it has to be something pretty decent - not just a snap of the kids."

Everything Ron knows about photography he has learned on his own, from reading books and magazines.

"And the best advice I ever got was something I read," he says.

"This was in the pre-digital days. The guy said all you have to do is load your camera with a 24-exposure roll.

"Then take 20 steps out your front door or your back door, doesn't matter which. Then shoot the roll.

"I mean, if you think about it, that makes a lot of sense. I think most people just go through the world and don't see all the neat things that are around them everywhere all the time.

"That's a big part of the reason I do the Mid-Week Foto Break, for those people."

Contact David Wecker at (513) 352-2791 or via e-mail at sambets@choice.net.
